WELCOME TO THE 2009 WORLD POOL CHAMPIONSHIPS

THE IMPERIAL HOTEL, NORTH PROMENADE, BLACKPOOL, LANCASHIRE, ENGLAND
On behalf of the Scottish Eightball Pool Federation (SEPF), welcome to the 17th World Eightball Pool Championship.

Last years sponsor for the televised stages, Foster’s, will be continuing their sponsorship this year, and it is very likely that providing we organise another good event, they could be with us for 2010 and 2011.

Discussions are at the advanced stages with bskyb to have the 2009 event televised.  Our sponsor is providing funding for a recorded production the same as last year, and will again record the event for transmission in August/September 2009.   

In the build-up to the event you will receive various documents giving details of the event, and as we receive information our original plans do change.  It is essential that when you reach the championships in Blackpool you make a point of obtaining an official programme. The programme is what you should observe.

All team events will be on a round-robin basis for the early stages and all individual events will be straight knock out.  At all events you must be on time, or accept the penalty.  In both the men’s and ladies individual events places have been seeded based on past 3 years.

Your Team Manager attends a special briefing session which will be held at 9 am on Sunday 28 June.  All countries attend to receive event details.  

1) MENS WORLD TEAM EVENT
2) MENS WORLD INDIVIDUAL EVENT
3) UNDER 21’S TEAM EVENT
4) UNDER 21’S INDIVIDUAL EVENT
5)    MASTERS TEAM EVENT


6)   
MASTERS INDIVIDUAL EVENT
7)    LADIES WORLD TEAM EVENT
8)    LADIES WORLD INDIVIDUAL EVENT

9)    WORLD WHEELCHAIR INDIVIDUAL EVENT

10)  
WORLD JUNIOR TEAM EVENT
11)  
WORLD JUNIOR INDIVIDUAL EVENT

12)
WHEELCHAIR CHAMPIONSHIP

PRIZE FUND
WORLD MENS INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

WINNER
£ 10,000
SEMI-FINALS
£  2,000
RUNNER-UP
£  3,000
QUARTER-FINALS
£  1,000

                 LAST 16  £500

WORLD LADIES INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
WINNER
£ 2,000
SEMI-FINALS
£  500
RUNNER-UP
£ 1,000
QUARTER-FINALS
£  250

PRESS DETAILS
PRESS OFFICER    
TREVOR BAXTER
01457-873223 / 07768846839

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR  
ALAN BENTON
PARKING

FREE PARKING SPACE IS AVAILABLE FOR THOSE INVOLVED WITH THE EVENT.

SCHEDULE
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
SATURDAY    
27 JUNE      


10 am
TEAM LEADERS MEETING
SUNDAY         
28 JUNE


9 am
       


OPENING CEREMONY 
SUNDAY         
28 JUNE      


12 noon
ROUNDS COMMENCE
SUNDAY         
28 JUNE  
WHEELCHAIR CHAMPIONSHIP
TUESDAY
30 JUNE – 03 JULY   
JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP
TUESDAY
30 JUNE – 03 JULY 
JUNIOR MASTERS 
STARTS MONDAY 
06 JULY

EVENTS CONTINUE UNTIL
WEDNESDAY  
08 JULY


2 pm


FINALS DAY

THURSDAY    
09 JULY

A MORE DETAILED SCHEDULE WILL BE MADE AVAILABE ONCE ISSUED  
TICKETS
FROM TICKET OFFICE

(O870-2000-484)     
UP TO   01 JULY
FROM IMPERIAL, BLACKPOOL

(01253-623971)   

AFTER   01 JULY
SPECTATORS                

FREE


28 JUNE TO 06 JULY

ARENA STAGES            

07 - 09 JULY



Final stage tickets are expected to sell out.  There will be a special rate of £15 for players/officials on a first come, first served basis.  We do not have capacity for everyone and tickets will be shared amongst all teams.  Preference for finals day tickets will be given to those who support the entire event.  
REGULATIONS FOR INDIVIDUAL EVENTS
Unless a change is sanctioned by the Tournament Director the following will apply:-
You must read and agrees theses terms and conditions.  Any player in violation of the rules and regulations will not be allowed to compete in the world championships.
(1)
All players in the World Championships Individual events pay an entrance fee of £40 for men and £25 for ladies.
(2) Full details of the various rounds of both events are printed in the official programme, please check what time your players are due to compete and ensure they are on time for their games.
(3) Players turning up late will be penalised by losing one frame for every 10 minutes they are late, commencing from the time they are called to the table.
(4) Referees will be supplied for every game where possible. Please give them your name when going to the table allocated.  This will enable them to check that the correct players are at the correct table.
(5) On any disputes, the player will discuss first with the referee from that table, in the event of any further clarification, the senior referee will be called.  If not still agreed, the tournament director will be called.  Team captains, managers, and any witnesses will not be allowed into the arena unless requested by the senior referee or tournament director.
 (6)
Practise facilities for those appearing in the final stages will be available on an identical table to the one used in the finals arena.  A rota will be published with the practise times shown.  For other games, the top table officials will allocate tables when possible.  Do not go for practise unless authorised to do so.
(7) No sponsor’s names of any kind will be allowed for the final arena stages unless agreed prior to the event with the Tournament Director.  The organisers reserve the right to have a sponsor’s name of their choosing on all waistcoats of players who appear on TV.  Any player who appears for their arena finals game, and has not observed these rules will be refused permission to compete.

Please make sure that all of your players understand and agree to the regulations before putting their names forward for the individual event.  All players may be required to sign a sponsorship logo agreement form before playing in the event.
(8) Item (7) also applies to team events.  Please contact me prior to the event with samples of your logos for approval.  At least 28 days before event commences.
LOGO’S ON WAISTCOATS OR OTHER ITEMS
Whilst it is our intention to strictly control what can or cannot be allowed in terms of size and position of logo’s, we will whenever possible assist the players or countries to gain additional revenue from their own sponsors with regard to use of logos.  If in doubt please contact me for clarification.
NATIONAL SECRETARYS RESPONSIBILITIES ARE AS FOLLOWS:-
(1) Any team logos or sponsorships must be agreed with the tournament director at least 4 weeks prior to the opening day.  (ie no later than 01 June for 2009).
All applications must be in writing with samples of the logo for approval.
Where the same logo in exact size and position was used the previous year, a phone agreement can be made.
(2) It is the responsibility of the country to ensure that all logos are declared.
No applications from individual players from a country will be considered.
All applications must be made via the recognised delegate.
(3) The ruling of logos applies to all items of clothing and all equipment which are to be used and shown on games normally televised.
(4) For non final stages we still have main sponsors and logos must still be agreed, although there will be less rigid rulings as to those used for the arena stages.
(5) Team outfits with sponsor’s logos are a good way of raising sponsorships and the World Championship organisers will assist any reasonable applications.
(6) Where individuals or teams are requested by the organisers to wear one of our 
Sponsors logos we will if requested supply a person to attach the logo and also to remove the logo when the event is complete.  The organisers whilst assisting in this matter will carry no liability of any kind in performing this function.  Any player requesting assistance must agree to this condition.
(7) It is the responsibility of each national association to inform their players that this document must be signed before entering the individual or team events.  Any player not agreeing to the terms and conditions will be refused entry into the events.  Not agreeing to sign this document will be accepted as non entry into the world championship events.
PLAYERS NAME

………………………………………………………………………

PLAYERS SIGNATURE
……………………………………………………………….

OFFICIALS SIGNATURE
……………………………………………………………..

OFFICIALS NAME
……………………………………………………………………
DATE
……………………

PRACTISE TABLES

Practise tables will be available prior to the commencement of each session, providing the game previous has been completed on time.  Tables are only for the use of the players about to play.  You or your team will be allocated a table for practise. Do not use any other table and only practise when authorised to do so.  With over 300 people at the championships, practise time is limited.
CLOSING AND OPENING TIMES
The main rooms which will have 14 tables which will be closed every night at 1 am.
We will request last games at 12.45 am and any game not completed by 1 am will be stopped.  It is essential that players and spectators understand these times are final, our officials will not accept any abuse and incident will be reported.
To enable practise before play commences, the main rooms will be open from 8 am every morning of the early stages, subject to the room having been serviced.
OFFICIALS

There are several officials listed in the official programme.  Please direct your queries to the relevant person.  If we cannot give an immediate answer, you will be informed as to your next line of action.  It is important that only officials are approached to avoid your receiving the wrong answers to your queries.  If your query has not been answered please request your national delegate to approach the tournament director as a last resort.
RULES AND REFEREES
Remember that some of the players and countries may be at the championships for the first time and may need some assistance.  This is a sporting occasion and whilst it is important to be successful, it is equally important to be sporting.  If in doubt of any rule please request clarification from the referee, if still not satisfied, request to see the senior referee who will have copies of the official rules available to direct you towards the correct answer to your query.
CHAMPIONS PRESENTATION

We will continue with the revised format for the Champions Presentation for year 2009 to enable all players to attend.  We have brought forward the men’s individual final to commence at 6.00pm.
Immediately after the men’s final, all players will go to their designated eating area for a banquet meal (8.30pm start) which will cost £26 pounds.
After the meals are finalised, we will have the main presentation.  It is expected that the presentation will commence around 10pm and be finalised shortly before midnight.  There will be entertainment at the presentation.
TICKETS FOR CHAMPIONS PRESENTATION
Available from your national officials at only £26 per person for a seated banquet type meal (both hot and cold).  All in attendance at the men’s final will be able to purchase a ticket for the meal and presentation.  This includes your guests.  Anyone not wishing to have the meal but who wishes to see the presentation, please see tournament office for tickets.  The presentation will be strictly ticket only.
PHOTOGRAPHS

Team photographs of each men’s and ladies teams will be taken immediately after the opening ceremony.  Inform your players to be suitably dressed in national outfit for the photos which will be in the main hotel foyer.  (from around 10am)
Each team will have a photograph, plus a national squad photo.  We will display the photos until Thurs 02 July.
Orders to be placed with your national officials and paid for when ordered. All photos will be delivered to you by Mon 06 July.
Photographs will be approx. 8 x 6 in size and cost £2 per each photo.
Each country will receive a full set of photos as per last year, free of charge.
Any additionals will be charged at £2 per photo.
We regret that we cannot supply photos other than as above.
ENTRY TO EVENT - 
INFO DEADLINE 20 APRIL 2009
Any country having not supplied the requested information by the above deadline will not be included in the event.  This will be strictly kept to.
To enable the programme and planning to be completed on time, we require full details of all of your players sent to the designated person no later than Monday 11th May.
Any information received after that date will not be actioned and may result in your country being refused entry into the world championships.
We are seeking full details of all players with photographs; a team photograph is acceptable, (6 x 4) if possible plus a 250 word write-up of the national team (men’s).  This should give highlights of achievements and mention some individual team members who are expected to do well.  Any player who has achieved something special, even if it is outside of pool is worth mentioning, use last years programme as a guideline of what is required.
Pictures of individual team members and singles entry players should have their name on the back of the picture.  For ladies teams we are restricted to space and write-ups should be around 150 words, ladies individual photos are very important.
The most important thing in this category is full lists of players who are in the team squad and also other player’s names who will play only in individual events.
SEEDED PLAYERS
There are two levels of seeding in the individual events.
The top eight seeds from the men’s section and top four seeds from the ladies section based on their performances over the past 3 years will go straight into the last 32.
Other players will be placed into the last 64 stage and this will be decided by the current agreed format.  A country may have up to 3 players seeded into the last 64 stage according to how their team have performed over the past 3 years.
Top 4 teams (over 3 years)
3 seeded places into last 64 of individual event.
Next 4 teams (over 3 years)
2 seeded places into last 64 of individual event.
All other teams at event.
1 seeded place into last 64 of individual event.
Each country can select their own seeded players.  Please indicate your seeded players in preference of order ie seeded one  --  seeded two  --  seeded three.
This should be clearly marked when you forward your team details to Alan Benton.
ACCOMMODATION DETAILS - DEADLINE 18 MAY 2009
The imperial hotel has only increased by £1 from last year.  The hotel will reserve rooms until 18 may and therefore any booked after that date cannot be guaranteed they will be accepted.  Please indicate your entire party, with arrival and departure dates clearly shown, plus names of those sharing each room.
£42 per person per night, inc. Breakfast for sharing a twin or double room.
Single occupancy  – total of £62 per person per night single inc. Breakfast.
There must not be any movements between rooms once your list has been forwarded.
Once a booking has been made you will be charged for that room.  Preference will be given to residents staying for the entire event if there is a shortage of spaces due to over booking.  Early booking will receive preference.  No late bookings.
CHANGE TO MENS TEAM FORMAT FOR ARENA FINAL STAGES ONLY
AS PER LAST YEARS FORMAT.


(ARENA STAGES ONLY -  BEST OF 15 FRAMES)

1ST SESSION WILL BE 7 FRAMES FOLLOWED BY 10 MINUTE BREAK DURING WHICH TIME THE TEAM MANAGEMENT ARE REQUIRED TO DECLARE THE ORDER OF PLAY FOR THE 2ND SESSION.

THE 2ND SESSION WILL INCLUDE THE RESERVE, AND THEREFORE BE FOR 8 FRAMES.

IN THE EVENT A TEAM HAS ONLY 7 PLAYERS, THE FIRST FRAME IN THE 2ND SESSION IS LOST BY DEFAULT.

PLAYERS CAN BE PLAYED IN THE SAME ORDER IN EACH SESSION.  THE CHOICE IS UP TO MANAGERS.

ONLY TWO SESSIONS FOR ALL TEAM  ARENA STAGES – ARENA FINAL MATCHS BEST OF 15 FRAMES.

ROUND ROBIN STILL BEST OF 21 FRAMES AND PLAYERS MUST PLAY IN SEQUENCE OF MATCH SHEET,

WITH 3 SESSIONS OF 7 FRAMES AS PER PREVIOUS YEARS. FOR THE EARLIER ROUND-ROBIN STAGE.

TEAM SQUAD SIZES
MENS 

10 IN SQUAD.

ANY 7 FOR A MATCH

ALL 10 IN SINGLES PLUS 






(PLUS 3 RESERVE)

4 OTHERS FROM QUALIFIERS.

LADIES.
 
7 IN SQUAD

ANY 5 FOR A MATCH

ALL 7 IN SINGLES PLUS






(PLUS 2 RESERVE)

2 OTHERS FROM QUALIFIERS.

JUNIORS
7 IN SQUAD

ANY 5 FOR A MATCH

ALL 7 IN SINGLES PLUS






(PLUS 2 RESERVE)

2 OTHERS FROM QUALIFIERS.

UNDER 21’s
7 IN SQUAD

ANY 5 FOR A MATCH

ALL 7 IN MENS SINGLES PLUS






(PLUS 2 RESERVE)

2 OTHERS FROM QUALIFIERS.

MASTERS
(OVER 50’S)

ANY 3 FOR A MATCH

4 IN SQUAD, RESERVE CAN PLAY.

WHEELCHAIR



INDIVIDUAL EVENT ONLY.

NOTE THAT ALL SQUAD MEMBERS CAN BE SELECTED FOR A MATCH, AND ALL RESERVES CAN PLAY

MENS TEAM FORMAT
AFTER ROUND ROBIN STAGE, INSTEAD OF 4 TEAMS GOING INTO SEMI-FINALS:-

TEAMS IN POSITIONS ONE AND TWO  

--  STRAIGHT INTO SEMI-FINALS.

TEAMS IN POSITIONS THREE AND SIX

--  WINNER PLAYS SEED TWO IN SEMI-FINALS.

TEAMS IN POSITIONS FOUR AND FIVE

--  WINNER PLAYS SEED ONE IN SEMI-FINALS.

CHANGE TO TV TICKET COSTS

MENS ARENA TICKETS WILL BE £7 EACH AT FINAL ON THURSDAY.
MENS TELEVISED QUARTER-FINAL TICKETS TO BE £2 PER EACH MATCH.
TEAM FINALS, LADIES FINAL AND MENS SEMI’S TICKETS TO BE £3 EACH MATCH.  
ALL SESSIONS TICKET COST TO TEAM MEMBERS AND OFFICIALS TO BE £15 INCLUDES FINALS.










       (GUEST GROUP TICKETS AT £20)

PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT YOU HAVE A COPY OF THE BULLET POINTS DOCUMENT WHICH

GIVES YOU DETAILS OF THE CHANGES TO THE WORLD TOURNAMENT AND OTHER WEPF CHANGES.  
Player Info
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